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Resumed from 23 June. 
HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [4.25 pm]: I rise to continue my second reading contribution 
that began when last we met, when I outlined seven arguments against the repeal of the very important Genetically 
Modified Crops Free Areas Act. I will begin today with some points of clarification on what I said last time. 
I made the point that conservative governments have failed to listen to the dissent on the subject matter of 
genetically modified organisms, and said Senator Rachel Siewert had successfully moved a Senate motion that 
called on the Western Australian government not to repeal the GMO crops free areas act. Unfortunately, I got 
a bit carried away in saying the Senate had passed that motion; the Senate did not pass the motion. The point 
I was making was that conservative governments have not been listening to people who are concerned about 
GMO. One of the reasons the GMO crops free area act was brought in in the first place was to permit all 
farmers—those who wanted to grow GM crops and those who did not—an opportunity to grow the crop they 
wanted to. 
I have only a couple of minutes before we break into other business, but I wanted to put on the record that this issue 
has been raised by the Greens, and members of other parties, on many, many occasions. I did a quick search of the 
number of times I have spoken on GM, disallowing the exemptions moved by this government when it was elected 
and the important matters people have raised with me about contamination. For example, I made a statement on 
genetically modified canola contamination on 30 November 2011. There was also a request for an inquiry into 
genetically modified canola by me and Hon Sally Talbot on 21 June 2011. I have also mentioned petitions on 
several occasions throughout the years. But the main report that members might want to refer to is the Legislative 
Council report into the petition submitted just before we instituted and passed the bill that became the Genetically 
Modified Crops Free Areas Act. That committee report goes comprehensively into all subjects addressed over the 
few hours of this debate, and I think it will inform us long into the future on the concerns of both farmers and 
consumers about genetically modified organisms, not only the growing of crops, but also the impact on our 
environment and the potential impact on our food chain, which I have touched on. 
I want to conclude today by addressing the other two arguments that I flagged. They were that GM crops 
promoted the unfettered use of Roundup and pesticides, and animosity between farming communities. 
The PRESIDENT: If that is a break in your speaking notes, I am happy to interrupt proceedings because of time 
and move to questions without notice. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 4108.] 
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